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succumbed? Don't you see, some men are more tempted
by a woman or by money than others? The temptation is
greater, fiercer. It sweeps them off their feet. It draws
them down like a whirlpool. And perhaps they repent
afterwards, as the less-tempted man never repents/ " He
forgave one or two Officers over and over again. He
never once dismissed the least of his Soldiers without sor-
row and regret.

There is no doubt that at times he was rough in manner,
and on occasions could be rude and harsh; but a kindly
and assuaging humour was never far behind the most
vigorous of his upbraidings. Commissioner Kitching, on
one occasion, at that time a newly-appointed Major, made a
mistake of some kind in the business of the Army, and went
to report this matter to his General. " What fool made you
a Major? " demanded the old man. The answer was given
with a smile, " Your son, General." And in a moment
William Booth was laughing with a rich pleasure.

We shall have to say something in another chapter about
the family defections which in after years came as the
crown of his sorrows. But we would observe at this point
that while the autocracy of William Booth might be swayed,
somewhat unduly perhaps, by family affection, love for his
children could not bend it against the interests of the Army.
He did undoubtedly appoint his children to important
offices at an age when some of them had not given adequate
proof of administrative ability; but when they questioned
an order he dealt firmly with them, and when they refused
to obey an order he let them go. I can discover no single
instance in which he used his autocracy to favour himself
or his children against the rules and regulations laid down
by himself for the welfare of the Army.

A few pages from his diary afford an idea of one class of
difficulty which confronted him:

Talked to Herbert and Bramwell about the troubles that

seem to be coming on us thick and fast.    Majors ------ and

------have both resigned.    Their pretext is that Herbert's gov-
ernment is too autocratic.    The real reason is that------feels

we have not received him with the same confidence and affec-
tion since he came back from------where he proved himself to